
 1 

 
BIOGRAPHY 
 

Brothers Craig and Damon Foster grew up in a wooden bungalow on the 
Atlantic Ocean, near the tip of Africa. They have both travelled extensively, 
living and working in remote villages and wilderness areas in ten African 
countries. Their primary intent lies in telling stories with the voice of Africa 
herself, and creating film experiences that enable the viewer to gain an 
intense and deep insight into the natural and cultural dynamics of this 
ancient continent. They explore the timeless and universal themes of the 
relationship between man and animal, and the relationship between them and 
the environments that they share. They seek unique and challenging footage, 
which is enthralling and exciting, without compromising on integrity and 
sensitivity. They show reality as it is but in a way in which it is not usually 
seen. Together they have over thirty international awards for filmmaking in 
the areas of photography, editing, writing, directing and human/animal 
interaction. They work closely together throughout every aspect of the 
process and have pioneered an organic style of filmmaking that brings new 
life to the screen. 
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For more information, visit their website: www.senseafrica.com 
 
Earthrise/Liquid Pictures Partnership 
155 Buitenkant Street 
Cape Town, 8001, South Africa 
Studio tel: +27-21-4627453 
Fax: +27-21-8660-47082 
E-mail:   Craig Foster earthrise@iafrica.com  
     Damon Foster liquidp@iafrica.com 
 
FILMOGRAPHY 
 
‘Cosmic Africa’ 72 min high-def/35mm feature documentary. A personal 
odyssey of African astronomer Thebe Medupe, who journeys into this ancient 
continent’s astronomical past, unveiling the deep connection humans have with 
the cosmos. Directors and D.O.Ps.  -  Commissioned by Cosmos Studios, the Carl 
Sagan Foundation.  
 
‘The Great Dance – a hunter’s story’ 78 min Cinematic feature/documentary, 
and a 53 min TV documentary, for KirchMedia, Primedia Pictures & e.tv. 
Directors and D.O.P’s. This is the first film ever to be made in full collaboration, 
throughout production and post-production, with the San (Bushmen) of the 
Kalahari. (See awards below) 
 
‘Tracks - Tracking with the San of the Kalahari’  (50min, TOP, TBS 
Superstation, National Geographic; Narrated by Lauren Hutton and featuring the 
NWF’s Paula Del Giudice) 
Directors and D.O.P’s. 
 
‘Africa Unbottled’  (54min, TBS Superstation; National Geographic) 
Director and D.O.P (CRAIG) – Best Film, World Wilderness Congress 
 
‘Blessed’ (20min, for Val Kilmer, shot HiDef and transferred to 35mm, 
locations: NY, LA, New Mexico, Hawaii, Jordan, and Iraq) 
D.O.P. (CRAIG) 
 
‘In Two Worlds’  (HiDef project for Val Kilmer; NAPS Santa Fe, Mew Mexico) 
Director and D.O.P. (CRAIG) 
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‘Otjikoto, Lake of Legend’ D.O.P. and Editor. Winner of the 1997 Stone award 
for underwater photography. (DAMON) 
 
‘The Singer and the Sea’ 
D.O.P. and Editor. Winner of the silver medal, South African National TV Assn. 
Awards.  Story of one man’s Trans-Atlantic Voyage. (DAMON) 
 

 
LIST OF AWARDS / NOMINATIONS 
‘The Great Dance – a Hunter’s Story’ 
 
WILDSCREEN FESTIVAL 2000 - Bristol, UK ( October 2000) 
 
•  WWF Golden Panda Award for the best entry overall 
•  Delegates’ Choice Award by delegates for their favourite entry 
•  Production Crafts Award for best script, written by Jeremy Evans 
•  Nomination for Best Music 
•  Nomination for Best Human-Animal Interaction 
 
INTERNATIONAL WILDLIFE FILM FESTIVAL 2001 - Albert,  France 
(March 2001) 
 
•  Prix Special du Meiller Montage - Best Editing Award 
•  Nominated for the Jury Award 
•  Nominated for the People-Animal Award 
 
24th ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL WILDLIFE FILM FESTIVAL (IWFF)  - 
Missoula, Montana, USA  (April 2001) 
 
•  Best of Festival  
•  Best of Category Human Dimensions 
•  Best Narration 
•  Best Use of Music 
•  Best Script 
•  Best Original Score - 2nd Place 
•  Best Photography - 3rd Place 
•  Finalist Award 
•  Merit Award for Education Value 
•  Merit Award for Storytelling 
•  Merit Award for Editing 
•  Merit Award for Sound Mix 
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34th ANNUAL WORLD FEST HOUSTON (Houston International F ilm Festival) - 
Houston, Texas, USA  (April 2001) 
 
•  Gold Special Jury Award in Nature and Wildlife 
•  Finalist for the Grand Remi Award, the top film & video production 
  
TELLURIDE MOUNTAIN FILM FESTIVAL - Colorado, USA  (May 2001) 
 
•  Best of Festival 
 
BANFF FESTIVAL 2001 - Banff, Canada  (June 2001) 
  
•  Nominated for Best Social & Political Documentary 
 
NTVA / AVANTI AWARDS 2001 - Johannesburg, SA  (July 2001) 
 

•  Rick Lomba Award: Best Wildlife/Conservation Documentary 
•  Craft Award for Photography 
•  Craft Award for Narration 
•  Craft Award for Directing 
•  Craft Award for Editing 
•  Craft Award for Music 
 
3rd ENCOUNTERS SA INTERNATIONAL DOCUMENTARY FILM FESTI VAL - 
Cape Town & Johannesburg, SA  (July/August 2001) 
 
•  Jameson Audience Award for Best Film 
•  Jameson Audience Award for Best South African Film 
 
10th VALLE D'AOSTA INTERNATIONAL NATURE FILM FESTIVAL –  Italy 
(August 2001) 
 
•  Best Photography Award 
 
JACKSON HOLE WILDLIFE FILM FESTIVAL – W yoming, USA (26-30 
September 2001) 
 
•  Best Editing Award  
•  Best Sound Award 
•  Best Human-Animal Interaction Award 
 
PLANET IN FOCUS: TORONTO INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTA L FILM 
& VIDEO FESTIVAL – Toronto, Canada  (28-30 September, 2001) 
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•  Audience Choice Award 
 
APOLLO FILM FESTIVAL 2001 - Victoria West, South Af rica (26 September to 6 
October 2001) - a showcase of South African independent film  
 
•  Award for Technical Excellence 
 
THE INTERNATIONAL ‘GOLD PANDA’ AWARDS FOR DOCUMENTA RY of 
SCTVF 2001  - Sichuan / China (25-28 October 2001)  
 
•  Nominated for Best Documentary  
 
7th WORLD WILDERNESS CONGRESS – Port Elizabeth, South Africa 
(1-8 November, 2001) 
 
•  Best of Festival 
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“… spectacular and unnerving …”  

“…a bonanza of energetic imagery …” 
— TimeOut New York 

 
 
 

“… an eloquent record of an event that may never be 
seen by outside eyes again.”  “***” 

 
— New York Daily News 

 
“… immense visual beauty, compassion and a sense of 

adventure …”  “… remarkable documentary …”  
“… The Great Dance constitutes an act of preservation 

and a requiem.” 
 — New York Times 

 
“Exquisitely photographed and directed …”  

“… one of those rare films that successfully captures and 
communicates a way of life and an aesthetic that is indeed 

exotic.”  “… truly astounding photography of animals …” 
“*** ½”  

 - New York Newsday 
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SASI – THE SOUTH AFRICAN SAN INSTITUTE 
 

PO Box 12995, Mowbray, 7705 
Cape Town, South Africa 

Tel: (27 21) 686 0795 
Fax: (27 21) 685 4223 

e-mail: sasi@iafrica.com 
 

 
 
 
 
To whom it may concern  
 

“The Great Dance – A Hunter’s Story” 
 
1. The Working Group of Indigenous Minorities in Southern Africa (WIMSA) is 

the official umbrella organisation representing all the San of southern Africa 
 
2. The South African San Institute (SASI) is a service organisation dedicated to 

providing assistance to the San as represented by Wimsa and other 
organisations 

 
3. The Producers of the film “The Great Dance – A Hunter’s Story” (TGD) have 

with the assistance of SASI signed a media contract with WIMSA and the 
San, thereby agreeing to abide by certain conditions of conduct relating to the 
production and promotion of the film and giving WIMSA and the San an equity 
share in the film 

 
4. TGD is the first film ever to have been fully co-developed by the San, with 

collaboration at each stage of the process 
 
5. The Producers of TGD, whilst retaining full creative and editorial 

independence have consulted fully, particularly regarding factual content with 
WIMSA and the San, in the making of this film 

 
6. Rough assemblies of the footage were taken back into the field and the San 

individuals who appear in the film were given the opportunity to comment on 
the portrayal and deepen their interpretation of the sequences 

 
7. WIMSA and the San were given full opportunity to comment on all aspects of 

the film prior to the final edit, and their views were taken into account 
 
8. The manner in which the producers interacted and worked with the San was 

exemplary 
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9. TGD is a unique film, which stands apart from other films made about the San 
for the reasons above and in terms of the accuracy, integrity and sensitivity 
with which they and the issues that affect them are portrayed 

 
10. The issues which face the San throughout southern Africa are numerous and 

challenging. It is our hope that through films such as TGD, local and 
international audiences will gain a better appreciation of them 

 
11. We believe that, in celebrating the various aspects of San culture as well as 

their special skills and moreover the traditional connection with the 
environment, this film will be an inspiration to broader audiences and the San 
themselves, most of whom no longer live by the traditional ways 

 
12. WIMSA and the San heartily endorse the broad promotion of the film and 

strongly encourage broadcasters and distributors to give it as wide a 
screening and as much publicity as possible 

 
13. Any constructive feedback on the film would be most welcome and should 

any party be interested finding out more about the San, WIMSA or SASI, 
please contact WIMSA or SASI at the following addresses 

 
WIMSA: at wimsareg@iafrica.com.na 
 
SASI: at sasi@iafrica.com 
 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
 
Roger Chennells 
Legal Advisor 
South African San Institute 
 
 
 
 


